
San Diego beaches con-
jure up idyllic dreams
and are immoralized in
song - Blacks, Moon-

light, Swami’s, Tourmaline. Yet
this resource that we so cherish,
that is as ingrained into the
identity of San Diego County as
Sea World and the zoo, is in
danger of slipping away forever.

As chairwoman of CalCoast
and the Board of Supervisors, I
am proud to host with SANDAG
“The Wave of the Future: Shore-
line Preservation  & Strategies,”
on the morning of Aug. 2. The
purpose of this conference is to
provide local cities with infor-
mation on sand replenishment
and sources of funding for these
projects. 

It is only through the sharing
of such information in a collab-
orative environment that San
Diego County will gain the in-
fluence necessary to win the
federal grants crucial to restor-
ing the region’s shoreline. It is a
sad indictment that California
received less than one-tenth the
federal appropriatons for beach
nourishment as New York and
New Jersey, states that have
much smaller coastlines.

California’s beaches contri-
bute more than $73 billion to
the national economy and gen-
erate 883,000 jobs, yet this state
receives just $12,000 per mile
for shoreline protection, far be-

low the $800,000 per mile ear-
marked for New York and New
Jersey.

In fact, more people go to the
beach than an amusement park -
by a 20-to-1 margin! State
beaches make up 2.7 percent of
the state park system, yet gener-
ate more than 72 percent of its
attendance. Three states recog-
nize the importance their beach-
es have in maintaining a healthy
economy. In fiscal year 1999,
the three states that had a dedi-
cated funding source (Florida,
New York and New Jersey) re-
ceived $88 million in federal
funds. California got $50,000
for beach restoration.

This disparity grows when
one looks at the list of renour-
ished beaches in the United
States. California has had 16
projects accounting for 4 per-

cent of its shoreline. Massachu-
setts has 26 projects covering 7
percent of its shoreline. New
Jersey has 53 projects involving
14 percent of its coastal assets.

San Diego County is at the
forefront of the effort to gain
federal funds for a significant re-
storation project. Possible sites
include Fletcher Cove in Solana
Beach, Cardiff Cove and Moon-
light Beach in Encinitas, all
areas that have documented dra-
matic sand loss.

The “Wave of the Future”
conference brings together the
people who have the technical
expertise and the lobbying ex-
perience to meet with local offi-
cials to draft a strategy that will
protect and enhance the one as-
set residents and tourists both
cite as giving San Diego County
its first-rate quality-of-life. 
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S ummer has
arrived with
twin concerns -

fire and drought.
Working together, we
can avoid the mistakes
that led up to the dis-
astrous wildfires of
2003. 
First thing we need to
do is not be lulled into
believing the near-rec-
ord rains of winter will
carry us through sum-
mer and fall. We must
practice water conser-
vation. If you reduce
water usage by just 5%
our reservoirs will be
full enough to carry us
through our next
drought.
The county and its fire
agencies have been
working hard to be
prepared for the next
conflagration. The Ce-
dar and Paradise wild-
fires were a once-in-a-
hundred years event
that taught this region
many lessons.
We are better pre-
pared today for what
ever fire season ’05
decides to throw at us.
Together, we will con-
tinue to persevere.

PPaamm
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Ride
This
Wave
Preserving Our
Shoreline Is
Ultimate Goal

SMILES ALL AROUND...
Smiles were everywhere when the new playground
was dedicated this month at Felicita County Park in
Escondido. For more on the event, see Page 3.
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Innovation Brings County 41 Awards

The county Board of Supervisors and county employees take pride in our
departments and the services we provide the public. We work hard to be as
innovative as we are fiscally prudent. These efforts have not been overlooked,
as the County of San Diego earned 41 honors at the 2005 achievement awards

presented by the National Association of Counties. My congratulations go to the indi-
viduals who helped develop these award-winning programs!

Community Services Group
• Department of Animal Services - Euthanasia Reduction Program.
• Department of General Services - Energy Efficiency Retrofit of Central Plants. 
• Department of General Services - Edgemoor Business Park Development.
• Department of General Services - Clairemont High School Roller Hockey Rink. 
• Housing & Community Development - Youth Employment Preparation Program.
• Library Services - Staff Online Databases Training via the Telephone.
• Library Services - Read To Your Breed/Valley Center Branch Library.
• Library Services - Summer Reading with the Polinsky Children's Center.
• Library Services - Noches de la Familia at the Solana Beach Branch Library.
• Registrar of Voters - Voter Rights and Services Brochure.

Finance and General Government Group
• Clerk of the Board - New Employee Training & Orientation Program.
• Department of Human Services - Work Safe/Stay Healthy Program.
• Treasurer & Tax Collector - Treasurer's Monthly Management Package.
• County Counsel - Risk Mitigation & Litigation Program.

Health and Human Services Agency
• Medi-Cal Administrative Activities/Targeted Case Management Unit.
• Risk Communication Training & Development.
• School Health & Absenteeism Reporting Exchange.
• San Diego Pediatrics Asthma Initiative.
• Youth to Youth.
• Cancer Navigator.
• Facts on the Fly.
• Frontline Leadership Development Program.
• HHSA/County Site Emergency Response Plans.

Land Use and Environment Group
• Department of Parks & Recreation - Rancho Guajome Adobe Docent Volunteer Program.
• Department of Environmental Health - Plating Shop Compliance through

Education Beyond Inspection & Enforcement.
• DEH, DPW & DPLU - Firestorm Recovery Effort.
• Department of Public Works - Airport/City/Developer Partner for Conservation.
• Department of Public Works - Survey Records System.
• Department of Public Works - Public Works Accident Prevention Program.
• Air Pollution Control District - Using Power Plant Mitigation Fees to Improve Air Quality.
• Customer Service - E-mail Shopping Survey Program.

Public Safety Group
• District Attorney’s Office - Cold Case.
• District Attorney’s Office - Video Receptionist
• District Attorney’s Office - Video Streaming Training.
• Office of Emergency Services - Multi-Jurisdictional/Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan.
• Office of Emergency Services - Homeland Security Exercise & Evaluation Program

(Best in Class for Emergency Management & Response category).
• Office of Emergency Services - Student Services Program.
• Office of Emergency Services - Terrorism Awareness Campaign.
• Public Defender - JCATS.
• PR - KMJDF Training Unit.
• PR - Worker's Comp and Leave Program.

You Can Stop
Pet Explosion
D o you know that 10,000 babies are

born daily in the United States?
But there are 70,000 puppies also

born daily? Do you know that a kitten as
young as 5 months can become pregnant?

The county’s three animal shelters need
your help to control the kitten explosion
that arrives with summer. If you are look-
ing for a new four-legged family member,
now is a great time to add a kitten or two
or one or two terrific adult cats into your
home.  The adults and “senior” cats have
trouble competing with the youngsters for
new homes.

You can also do your part to stem the
flow of kittens into our shelters by spaying
and neutering your cat - early!  Kittens are
having kittens! In addition to not con-
tributing to pet overpopulation, there are
great health benefits to altering your pet
early.  Many veterinarians will perform the
surgery as early as 8 weeks.  The important
thing to remember is to have the female
spayed before her first heat.

County Animal Services is offering a
limited number of $40 spay/neuter cou-
pons to help offset the cost of the surgery.
To be eligible for these coupons (up to six)
you must reside in the unincorporated area
of the County or the City of San Diego,
Del Mar, Santee, Carlsbad or Encinitas.

You may pick up a coupon at one of the
three county shelters or by calling the Spay
Neuter Action Project (SNAP) at (619)
525-3047 or Pet Assistance at (619) 544-
1222.

Visit the department's website at
www.sddac.com for the location of a
county shelter nearest you.

AROUND OUR COUNTY
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TOT Funds
Reinvested
In Tourism
T ourism is a keystone of the San

Diego economy. A room charge
collected when a visitor stays at
a hotel or motel is distributed

annually to non-profit organizations to fur-
ther encourage people to visit San Diego.
This constant promotion keeps San Diego
County at the forefront in the highly com-
petitive tourism business.

The San Diego County Board of Super-
visors approved my appropriation of
$600,000 in Transient Occupancy Tax
(TOT) funds to organizations in my district
that benefit residents. I am happy to be able
to fund the level of services that county
residents have come to expect. This con-
tributes to our quality-of-life while sharing
the culture and beauty of our region with
out-of-town guests.

Organizations receiving funds include:
• California Center for the Arts (Escon-

dido), $75,000.
• San Diego North Convention & Vis-

itors Bureau, $75,000
• North Coast Repertory Theater in So-

lana Beach, $20,000
• Del Mar Foundation, $10,000.
• Encinitas Chamber of Commerce,

$10,000. 
• Escondido Chamber of Commerce,

$10,000. 
• Del Mar Chamber of Commerce,

$10,000. 
• Leucadia Highway 101 Association,

$10,000. 
• Escondido Children's Museum,

$10,000. 
• Quail Botanical Gardens (Encinitas),

$10,000. 
• Rancho Bernardo Chamber of Com-

merce, $10,000. 
• Downtown Encinitas MainStreet As-

sociation, $10,000. 
• San Dieguito River Valley Joint Pow-

ers Authority, $10,000. 
• Solana Beach Chamber of Commerce,

$10,000. 
• Del Mar Village Association, $5,000. 
• First Night Escondido, $5,000.

CARDIFF BY THE SEA
Library Hours Extended

Summer is a time to curl up with a good
book and enjoy some time in the sun. To
accommodate those who enjoy summer
reading, the Board of Supervisors funded
increased staffing at the Cardiff-by-the-Sea
Library, which is staying open eight hours
longer, for 50 per week. The library’s new
hours are:

• 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday and Tuesday.
• 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesday and

Thursday.
• 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday and Saturday.

SAN DIEGO
Seniors Can Beat The Heat!

Yes, summer is here and with it comes
the Cool Zones, places where senior citi-
zens can go to stay comfortable without
exceeding their budget on air conditioning.

To find a cool zone near you or for an
elder family member, simply call (800)

510-2020. Cool Zones include:
• Allied Gardens Recreation Center,

5155 Greenbrier Ave., between the hours
of 1 and 9 p.m. weekdays and 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Saturdays.

• Balboa Library, 4255 Mt. Abernathy
Ave., noon to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday; and 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Saturday.

• Canyonside Recreation Center, 12350
Black Mountain Road, 5 to 9:45 p.m. Mon-
day through Thursday; 5 to 8:45 p.m. Fri-
day; and 10 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Saturday.

• Carmel Valley Library, 3919 Towns-
gate Ave., noon to 8 p.m. Monday and
Wednesday; 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Thursday, Friday and Saturday.

• Doyle Rec Center, 8175 Regents
Road, 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through
Thursday; 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday; and 9
a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Saturday.

• La Jolla Riford Library, 7555 Draper,
noon to 8 p.m. Monday and Wednesday;
9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday; and 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday.

AROUND THE THIRD DISTRICT

Reasons To Smile...
A great place to run and play made its debut
just in time for summer. With the cutting of the
ceremonial ribbon, I dedicated the new play-
ground at the 53-acre Felicita County Park in
Escondido. The playground includes climbing
structures, swings, sliding poles and a zip line.
Other improvements include improvements to
the nature trails, gazebo, amphitheater and the
grassy knoll. To reserve a space for a wedding
or other special event at Felicita Park, call
(877) 565-3600 or visit www.sdparks.org.

          



Y ou know how your
home’s value has
appreciated. Now
here’s the cumula-

tive result for San Diego County.
Taxable property escalated 13.34
percent to $319.4 billion, accord-
ing to Assessor Gregory Smith.
This increase, he reports, is the
largest since 1980-81!

Remember, this double-digit
increase does not reflect the true
value of residential that is cov-
ered by Proposition 13, under
which an assessment can by in-
creased by no more than 2 per-
cent annually.

The Assessor’s Office ap-

praised more than 106,000 prop-
erties due to change in owner-
ship, plus another 41,000 that
were new to the market. This in-
cludes the Pfizer campus in Tor-
rey Pines (a part of the Third Dis-
trict), that is valued at $372 mil-
lion! In fact, five of the top 10
assessed projects are in the Third
District.

What does this mean? The
County of San Diego and the in-
corporated cities will reap a one-
time windfall. It also means that
this Board of Supervisors must
resist pressure to use these one-
time funds for ongoing expenses,
especially relating to salaries,

benefits and pensions. This is the
situation facing the State of Cali-
fornia, which no longer can look
to local government to bail itself
out from its lack of fiscal disci-
pline. 

There is no guarantee that this
boom will continue, especially at
this record pace. It is logical to
assume that sales will slow and
that homeowners will not see ap-
preciation rates ranging from a
“low” of 10.45 percent (Encinit-
as) to 12.43 percent (unincorpo-
rated areas of the county) to a
sizzling  23.43 percent (San Mar-
cos).

This is not to say that munici-
pal workers do not deserve re-
spect and adequate compensa-
tion. But it would be fool-hardy
to take this revenue from one
great year and use it for reoccur-

ring expenses. Such an approach
would not be sound fiscal policy
or in the best interests of the peo-
ple of San Diego County.

PAM’S PERSPECTIVE
County SupervisorPam Slater-Price
District 3
1600 Pacific Highway, Room 335
San Diego, CA92101
www.pamslater.com
Boom Is Great; Now We Must Manage Our Future...

The staff of Supervisor Pam Slater-Price
• John Weil  . . . . . . . . . . Chief of Staff
• Sachiko Kohatsu  . . . . Land Use
• Danae Ramirez  . . . . . . . Health & Human Services
• Jim Gonsalves  . . . . . . . . Housing
• Todd Voorhees  . . . . . . . Budget & Finance
• Joe Sheffo  . . . . . . . . . . . Public Safety
• Anne-Marie Jewel  . . . . Scheduling
• Frances Porter  . . . . . . . Receptionist
• Dennis C. Lhota  . . . . . . Newsletter
Contact us at: (619) 531-5533 or (800) 852-7334
Write us at: 1600 Pacific Highway, Room 335

San Diego, CA 92101
Website: www.pamslater.com

ASSESSED VALUES
City 1 2
Carlsbad 18.390 12.10
Chula Vista 18.861 19.98
Coronado 4.715 10.49
Del Mar 1.832 13.28
El Cajon 6.389 11.24
Encinitas 9.336 10.45
Escondido 10.648 12.89
Imperial Beach 1.247 13.33
La Mesa 4.363 10.46
Lemon Grove 1.431 13.28
National City 2.475 14.57
Oceanside 14.930 15.99
Poway 7.075 11.73
San Diego 146.913 12.89
San Marcos 7.851 23.43
Santee 3.711 14.21
Solana Beach 2.753 10.81
Unincorporated 48.996 12.43
Vista 7.498 12.02
1 = Value in millions
2 = Percent increase

                


